mutually beneficial, often effectuating improved coopera-
tive police efforts.

Burglarized Post Office safe.

the activity of Postal Inspectors in field divisions and at
Headquarters.

On completion of the Internal Revenue Service Special
Agent Basic School, these law enforcement officers spend
a day and a half at Postal Inspection Service Headquar-
ters and receive briefings from senior personnel on various
aspects of the criminal and security work of Postal Inspec-
tors. The agenda includes a filmed presentation of the
work of the Grime Laboratories, a slide-illustrated briefing
on technical equipment in field use and under develop-
ment by the Postal Services Law Enforcement Science
and Technology Branch, and a visit to that Branch for
first-hand inspection of this equipment,

As cooperation and assistance of local law enforcement
authorities is essential to Inspection Service activity, the
briefings have been mutually advantageous and areas of
common interest have stimulated lively discussions be-
tween lecturers and students.

Postal Inspectors are frequently called upon to speak
before many and varied law enforcement agencies, profes-
sional and technical organizations, and other groups. In
FY 1971j Postal Inspectors responded to more than 2,000
requests to address such gatherings,

These appearances before distinguished and well-
known organizations afford the Service an opportunity
to acquaint those present with the problem areas con-
fronting Postal Inspectors in their efforts to combat ris-
ing crime. The open discussions following the talks are

Prohibited Mailings

Obscene mail. The Postal Inspection Service addressed
the problem of mailing of obscene materials by commer-
cial dealers by inaugurating, in conjunction with the De-
partment of Justice, a program to identify and prosecute
more vigorously those persons violating the Postal Ob-
scenity Statute (18U.S.G. 1461),

The effectiveness of this joint effort is demonstrated
by the results achieved.

During FY 1971, 54 individuals engaged in commer-
cial mail-order obscenity operations were indicted by
Federal grand juries, and 23 were convicted. At the close
of the fiscal year, there were 69 individuals under indict-
ment awaiting trial. The reduction in the volume of
postal customer complaints attests to the effectiveness of
the program to curb the flow of pornography' by mail.
Complaints of receiving unsolicited obscene advertise-
ments through the medium of the mails totaled 160,390
in FY 1971, a 41-percent decline from the high of 284,266
in the prior fiscal year.

In that short period of FY 1971 that the sexually
oriented advertisement statute (39 U.S.G. 3010) was in
effect, there were 202,305 applications filed by adult
postal customers which resulted in a total of 410,172
names being placed on the official Postal Service list of
persons not desiring such advertisements. In addition,
there were 43 reported violations of 39 U.S.G. 3010 and
18 U.S.G. 1735.

State and local assistance. In FY 1971, Postal Inspector*
also provided assistance to State and local authorities
which culminated in 183 indictments and 78 convictions
in connection with violations of their statutes by com-
mercial mail-order obscenity dealers.

Narcotics and dangerous drugs. In 'the past, the investi-
gative role of the Postal Inspection Service in illegal
traffic in narcotics and dangerous drugs was primarily
one of cooperation with other agencies (Bureau of Nar-
cotics and Dangerous Drugs, Bureau of Customs., and
State authorities) for prosecution under statutes within
their jurisdiction. Prior to May 1, 1971, the basic Federal
laws which provided for the limited statutory entry of the
Postal Inspection Service were: 18 U.S.G. 1716S which
prohibits the mailing of poisons and injurious articles;
and 18 U.S.G, 1403, which provides felony sanctions
against the use of the mail in committing or conspiring
to commit certain drug offenses.

Section 403 (b) of the Comprehensive Drug Abuse
Prevention and Control Act of 1970 increased the respon-
sibility of the Postal Inspection Service by prohibiting the
use of the mails or any other communications facility
for committing, causing, or facilitating the commission
of any felony under the act and by making the use of the
communications facility a separate offense. Although
the enforcement responsibility under title II of the act
primarily rests with the Bureau of Narcotics and Danger-
ous Drugs and with the Bureau of Customs, under title
III of the act, the Postal Inspection Service role in the
overall effort has necessarily been expanded to meet the
added responsibilities of section 403 (b) of the act.

In FY 1971,-the Postal Inspection Service completed
3,848 investigations in postal-related narcotics and dan-
gerous drugs cases, an increase of 56 percent over the
2,458 investigations in FY 1970.

532latory func-
